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1. 79w 'yan are placed on the left arm (DN, 'T' Mwa VYIV)

A Baraisa teaches that when the Torah says to place 7' 7w '79n on "1 — your hand, it means the left, because
several pesukim contrast "T" with """ —right hand, implying that "T" indicates the left hand. Rebbe Nosson says
that the words nnanal...omwpi —and you shall bind them...and you shall write them (nimtn) compare the two
terms: ' MY QN ' NN NN —just as writing [a mezuzah] is usually done with the right hand, so too binding
[tefillin] is done with the right hand. Since he binds with his right hand, the placing must be onto the left arm. Rav
Ashi says the spelling of "naT" with a hei alludes to nna —the weak left arm. A Baraisa teaches that "ox — a left-
handed person places tefillin onto his right arm, 178N KInw — because it is considered his “left” hand, since it is the
weaker of the two. Another Baraisa which states that an 10X should place tefillin on his left arm is referring to V71w
I'T' M2 — one who controls both his hands, i.e., an ambidextrous person.

2. Where |'"79n are placed on the arm and head

A Baraisa defines "1 2u" as referring specifically to the miay — the biceps muscle. The place for thewx 9w,
expressed as "'V 2" — between your eyes, means the "TpTp", which is further explained as pia'n 2w INMw oipn
09N — the place where an infant’s skull is soft. A Baraisa gives several sources that "71'" refers to the biceps muscle:
(1) we compare T' 7w |"29n with w1 2w '29n. Just as the WX 7w is placed wN1aw N2 — on the high part of the
head, the T 7w is also placed Taw na1 — on the high part of the arm. (2) The passuk says: NIX? 77 n'nl —and it shall
be a sign for you, which implies NIX? DNNRY X271 NINY 77 — for you the wearer, it shall be a sign, but it shall not be a
sign for others. Thus, it is placed on the biceps muscle, a location which is ordinarily not visible to others, and not on
the hand (however, the |"7an may be visible). (3) The passuk says to place Hashem’s words "021117 2u" — on your
hearts, then it says "omwpi" — and you shall bind (]'2an), teaching 270 7121 nn'w Xnnw — that the placing shall be
opposite the heart. Two sources are given for the correct place for the wx1 7w.

3. Machlokes if four n'x'x are one nixn or four nixn

The Mishnah on Daf 28a stated that all four ni'x'x are 1aun each other, NNX NIXxN NUXINY — because the four of
them are one mitzvah, while Rebbe Yishmael said they are four mitzvos. Amoraim offer three practical differences
between these opinions: (1) Using Nnix'¥1 |'T0 —a linen sheet with wool tzitzis. If the garment is missing one nixy,
and the other three contain Tabuw, the Tanna Kamma holds he transgresses the prohibition to wear 12DV, since he
is not fulfilling the mitzvah of n'x'¥, whereas Rebbe Yishmael says he fulfills three mitzvos with the n'x'x on the
garment, and does not transgress TIbVUW. (2) wnn Nul N0 — a five cornered-cloak. According to the Tanna Kamma,
only four of the corners require n'x'x, while Rebbe Yishmael would require n'x'x at all five corners, since each corner
is an independent mitzvah. (3) Rav Huna ruled that one who goes out into 0'a11n NIw on Shabbos wearing N0
NN27N2 NXMINA NI'RY — a garment which is not properly fringed is liable for a nkbN (because the invalid Ny is
considered a burden). These Tannaim disagree if this would apply where nx'x are on three of the four corners.

Siman - Laser Tag

The boys who knew they must put tefillin on their left arm because they use their right hand to write and to shoot
in laser tag, aimed for the tefillin targets on their opponents biceps right near their heart, and argued that they
should get four separate points for hitting the targets on the four corners of their opponents tzitzis.
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